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PSALM XXXVv, 12. 
They have rewarded me Evil for Good, to the 


ſpoiling_of my Soul. 


HERE is no Vice diſcovers greater 
Meanneſs and Baſeneſs of Mind, is more 
odious in the Sight of God and Man, or 

rovokes higher Indignation, than In- 
gratitude ; The oreater, and the more public, the 
Bleſſings Men have received, the greater is their In- 
gratitude who have made had Returns for them. 
A remarkable Inſtance ef this we have in the pre- 
ſent Rebellion, which gives Occaſion to this Day of 
folemn Faſting and Humiliation, 

It was Ingratitude heightned the holy Pſalmiſt's 
Diſtreſs, and aggravated the Guilt of his Enemies, 
that he had not only not injured them, but had done 
them many important Favours: They rewarded me 
Evil for Good, They are Men whom I have oblig- 
ed, when it was in my Power to oblige them; I have 
done them ſuch Offices of Kindneſs, as ſhould have 
ſoftened their Minds with Humanity, and warmed 
their Hearts with Graticude : But for all the Good I 
have done them, I have got no other Return, but 
Ill-will, Cruelty, and Barbarity ; they have not only 
attempted to ſtrip me of all the Conveniencies and 
Comforts of Life, but of Life i:felf. They rewarded 
me Evil for Good, to the ſpoiling of my Soul. I ſhall 
diſcourſe of theſe Words, in the tollowing Method, 


I. I will inquire into the Nature of Ingratitude 
in general, 

II. Deſcribe the Baſeneſs and Wickedneſs of it, 

III. Apply this to the prelent Rebellion. 


A % And, 


(4) 
And, 
Conclude with ſome Reflections on the Whole. 


I. I will inquire into the Nature of Ingratitude in 
general; a Subject that is ſeldom conſidered, but 
whenever it is mentioned all Men declaim againſt 
it. Graticude conſiſts in a warm and lively Senſe of 
Favours done, or intended: It is a Branch of that 
Benevolence we owe all the World; but our Good- 
will is immediately exerciſed towards thoſe whoſe 
Wants and Neceſſities we have Opportunities of be- 
ing acquainted with, whoſe excellent Endowments 
we ſee and admire, whole Kindneſs make warm and 
lively Impreſſions upon us, to whom we therefore 
think ourſclves obliged to make ſuitable Returns; 
obliged, indeed, by no poſitive Law, which cannot 
Judge of the Principles from whence thoſe Favours 
flowed, nor of the Degrees of Gratitude which 
ought to be paid; as the Favours beſtowed are vo- 
luntary, fo ſhould the Returns be ; but the Law of 
Nature clearly dictates, and ſtrongly prompts to 
Gratitude, Benevolence is in the Moral World, 
what the Principle of Gravitation is in the Natural: 
As the Law of Gravitation extends to all Bodies, ſo 
does Benevolence to all rational Beings, and, like it, 
increaſes as the Diſtance decreaſes, as Men are more 


nearly connected by Acquaintance, Relation, Bene- 


ficence, and Friendſhip. Gratitude mixes with every 
ſocial Affection, ſtruggles in every honeſt and gene- 
rous Heart to vent itſelf, in every way that is con- 
ſiſtent with the Public Good, (according to which it 
muſt be always regulated) and the Exerciſe of it 
gives the ſincereſt Joy. A grateful Mind, by owing, 
owes not, but (till pays, at once indebred and dil- 
charged. Thus the Pſalmiſt, Vat ſhall J render 
unto the Lord for all his Benefits towards me * ? And 
thus the Leper in the Goſpel, When he ſaw that be 
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was healed, turned back, and with a loud Voice glorified 
God, and fell down on his Face at Feſus Feet, giving 
him Thanks FT. 

As Gratitude conſiſts in a lively and laſting Senſe 
of Benefits conferred upon us, or friendly Diſpoſi- 
tions expreſſed towards us; fo Ingratitude is an Inſen- 
ſibility of Favours, whilſt we receive them, or a 
Forget fulneſs of them, or neglecting to make any 
ſuitable Returns for them, when it is in our Power, 
and we have any Opportunity of making it; but it 
is highly aggravated, when we make unworthy Re- 
turns. 

No Man 1s ſelf-ſufficient and independent: No 
Man is capable of procuring to himſelf, by his own 
Skill and Sagacity, or by his Labour and Induſtry, all 
thoſe Advantages of Life which are neceſſary to 
make it comfortable and eaſy ; but as his natural 
Power is very weak and inconſiderable, he therefore 
muſt depend upon the Good-will and Friendſhip of 
his Fellow Creatures, God, the great Parent of 
Mankind, who made us to be happy, has planted in 
our Nature public as well as private Paſſions, that we 
may promote the Good of the Public, as well as our 
own; which are cloſely connected together, In 
cultivating and improving this ſocial Affection, con- 
ſiſts the Nature of Virtue; and from the Exercile of 
it, in mutual Offices of Kindnefs, ariſes the greateſt 
Pleaſure. He that encourages us to do well, gives 
us a favourable Opportunity of improving our 
Minds, and of exerting our natural Genius in any 
uſcful Employment; he that, without our Labour 
and Induſtry, contributes to our eaſy Circumſtances, 
by which we may be more ſerviceable to the Com- 
munity ; he that grants our Deſires, or more gene- 
rouſly prevents our r Application, lays us under great 
Obligations of Gratitude, . and of making g juſt and 
ſuitable Returns: But if, inſtead of this, we ſhew 


+ Luke xvii, 15, 16. 
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no Senſe of the Favours done us, we conceal or diſ. 
ſemble the Obligation, we make bad Returns to our 
Benefactors, when it is in our Power to do other. 
wiſe; if we do not vindicate and defend them, 
when they are injured; if we vilify their Characters, 
deſpiſe their Perſons, miſrepreſent their Actions, 
concur with their Enemies, become ourſelves their 
Enemies, and reward Evil for Good, to the ſpoiling 
of their Souls; we fall under the Imputation of In- 
gratitude z we diſcover a baſe and degenerate Soul, 
incapable of being acted by any other Principle than 
Force and Fear, mercenary Intereſt and fordid Views; 
we become Monſters in the Moral World, and are 
void of any Tincture of Religion; for he who lov- 
eth not his Brother, whom he bath ſeen, how can he 
love God, whom he bath not ſeen * ? The Nature of 
Ingratitude will better appear, from the Second 
Thing, waich was 


II. To ſhew the Baſeneſs and Wickedneſs of it. 
Now this will appear, by conſidering, 

1. The Cauſes z and, 2. The Effects of Ingra- 
titude, 

The Cauſes of it are, Selfiſhneſs, Pride, Envy, 
and a Party Spirit. 

1/}, Ingratitude flows from Selfithneſs; a narrow 
and contracted Heart, that confines all a Man's 
Views, Deſigns, Attempts, and Endeavours to him- 
ſelf alone, minds nothing but as it reſpects himſelf, 
ſerves his own Intereſt, and promotes his ſingle Hap- 
pineſs ; he conſiders himſelf as independent of all 
Maakind, he purſues a ſeparate Intereſt, and attracts 
every thing to his own Centre; he acts as if he were 
all Appetite and Paſſion, had no ſuperior Priaciple, 
no Moral Senſe, and has apoſtatized from God and 
Man. Corrupted as Man is, ſtill there are natural 
Propenſions to Society ; but the ungrateful Man has 
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rverted Nature, ſtifled every public Affection, and 
ſubſtituted his private Paſſions in the place of pub- 
lic Good. The State of things is either good or 
bad, as it is more or leſs favourable to him: Careleſs 
is he, what private Men, or public Societies ſuffer, 
if he is happy. With a hard and unconcerned 
Heart, he can hear of the moſt dreadful Calamities 
and deſolating Judgments, if they are remote from 
him. He oppoſes the belt Deſign, and the moſt 
beneficial Project, if he can receive any Advantage 
by deſtroying it. He would ſet his Neighbout's 
Houſe on Fire, to warm himſelf at the Flame. 

When this is the Principle by which a Man is 
influenced, what Place can there be for Gratitude, a 
public and diſintereſted Affection? So noble a Plant 
can never grow in ſo bad a Soil. Gratitude prompts 
us to forego ſome private Advantages for the Pub- 
lic, and to offer them cheerfully to a faithful Friend 
and generous Benefactor. Gratitude enlarges the 
Mind, and opens a Fountain, that pours its refreſh- 
ing Streams upon all around; excites: us to leſſen 
Miſery, to plant Happineſs where it is not, and to 
increaſe it warte it is; it exerts itſelf with Pleaſure, 
according to the Opportunities that are given, nay 
ſecks Opportun ties of doing good, eſpecially to 
thoſe that have dane us good. 

An ungrateful Mun is concerned about nobody 
but himſelf, he ſnatches Favours in whatever Way 
he can, and thinks he never receives erough; he 
ſollicits with great Profeſſions of Gratitude; he re- 
ceives Favours with Pleaſure, but never reflects with 
Pleaſure on the generous Giver; he runs away witi 
the Benefit, but minds no more the Benefactor; he 
conſiders him as ſimple, he deſpiſes him as credulous, 
he ridicules him as weak, and is upon all Occaſions 
ready to ſacrifice all the Regard he owes him, to 
a more powerful Benefactor. He colours over his 
Ingratitude to thoſe who have formerly obliged him, 
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with the Name of Zeal for thoſe who he thinks are e, 
more capable of obliging him. As all his Love is at 
exerciſed about himſelf, he vents it in Expreſſions by 


of ſeeming Thankfulneſs, or of real Treachery, as 
the Mean of gratifying his preſent Paſſions, or pro- 
moting his preſent Advantage. As the Intereſts of 
thoſe upon whom he depends ſometimes interfere, 
and it is 1mpoſſible to reconcile them, he loſes all 
Sight of the Public, all Senſe of Obligation, and 
chooſes that which may beſt ſerve his ſordid Views, 
This Selfiſhneſs is the Principle of Ingratitude, and 
indeed of all Wickedneſs. 

In Oppoſition to this Vice, is the Virtue of Pub- 
lic Spirit, and the Love of our Country, that enters 
into, and cultivates Society, with an open, honeſt, 
generous and zealous Heart, that religiouſly obſerves 
Compacts, faithfully fulfils Promiſes, defends the 
Innocent, vindicates injured Merit, relieves the Op- 
preſſed, ſubmits its private Conveniencies, and can 
reſolutely give up Eaſe, Fortune and Life itſelf for 
the Community. Such was the noble Principle by 
which Moſes was animated, when he choſe to die 
for his People * ; notwithſtanding their frequent 
Murmurings and Rebellions againſt him. The De- 
ſolation and deplorable Miſeries of his Country 
drew Tears from the Prophet Ehſha : He ſettled his 
Countenance ſtedfaſtly, till he was aſhamed : And the 
Man of Ged wept. And Hazael ſaid, Why weepeth 
my Lord ? And be anſwered, Becauſe 1 know the Evil 
that thou wilt do unto the Children of Tjrael : Their 
ſtrong Holds wilt thou ſet on fire, and their young Men 
wilt thou flay with the Sword, and wilt daſh their 
Children, and rip up their Women with Child F. 
When our compaſſionate Redeemer ſaw the Per- 
verſeneſs of the Jewiſh Nation, and their dreadful 
Ruin, when he came near Jeruſalem, where he was 
cruelly to be put to Death, and beheld the City, be 


®* Exod. xxxii. 3 2. + Kings vii, 11, 12, 13. 
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wept oder it, ſaying, If thou hadſi known, even theu, © 


at leaſt in this thy Day, the Thjngs which belong 10 
tby Peace ! but now they are hid from thine Eyes“. 
Then 1s the Love of our Country, an amiable 
and Praiſe-worthy Affection, when it is coaſiſtent 
with, and flows from that Benevolence which is due 
to all Mankind; when it promotes the Safety and 
Happineſs of the Community in which we are born, 
when we cheriſh and ſtrengthen the Conſtitution by 
which we are protected, and bravely ſtand up in De- 
fence of our Religion, our Laws and Liberties, a- 
inſt Factions at Home, and Invaſions from A- 
broad. No Affection is more noble, or more natù- 
ral than the Love of our Country; and it can only 


be ſuppreſſed by an overgrown Self- love, monſtrous 


and deformed. It comprehends the tender Care of 
Families, of Relations, of Friends, of Fcllow-Ci- 
tizens, and provides for the Happineſs of Poſterity. 
It was this Virtue raiſed the Greeks and Romans to 
the greateſt Grandeur. The Characters we admire 
in Hiſtory, are thoſe who formed juſt Notions of the 
public Good, preferred it to their own, and did not 
think Life too dear to be ſacrificed to it. 

Whilſt thoſe, who by Force or Fraud have invaded 
the Properties of others, made unjuſt Conquelts, op- 
preſſed their peaceable and harmleſs Neighbours, 1..- 
creaſed their Dominions by lawleſs Ambition, and 
from a Luſt of Power have enflaved a free People, 
however flattered and extolled by mean and merce- 
nary Writers, are deteſted and abhorred by every 
honeſt and generous Heart. 

Whereas the reducing wandring Men into Socie- 
ty, founding good Governments, enacting wile 
Laws, executing them wich Juſtice, ſecuring Peace 
and Property, eſtabliſhing the free Exerciſe of Reli- 
gion, when the Principles of the Religion profeſſe.] 
are not inconſiſtent with the Safety of Government, 
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have rendered Men great and illuſtrious: Under 
ſuch Conſtitution, Liberty, the Source of the moſt 
excellent Diſcoveries, the moſt uſeful Arts and Sci- 
ences, has ſpread its Wings, Piety triumphed, and 

Commerce flouriſhed. | 
If we admire the heroic Virtue of the Romans, 
who ſometimes carried their Arms and their Terror 
into free States; what Reaſon have we to defend the 
Conſtitution of our Country, that anſwers the wiſe 
End of Government, the Good of the Governed, 
and ſecures the Peace and Property of every Man? 
Such public Spirit is not inconſiſtent with true 
Self-love, on the contrary, promotes our Happinels 
in the nobleſt Manner, it ſubdues every turbulent 
Paſſion, refines every pleaſant Affection of the Heart, 
ſwells the Soul with the moſt exalted Joy, and gives 
that full Satisfaction, which nothing can diſturb, 
Our Happineſs is included in that of the Public, of 
which we are a Part. To be zealous in defending 
the Safety, Religion, Liberty, and Honour of our 
Country, is to ſecure our own moſt valuable Interelts 
in the beſt and moſt worthy Manner. Can any 
Man conſult the Dignity of his Nature fo much, as 
when he promotes the public Good, ſerves the Com- 
munity, forms and purſues generous Deſigns ? And, 
can any Thing refreſh the Mind of Man more, than 
the tranſmitting to Poſterity thoſe ineſtimable Bleſ- 
ſings he has enjoyed? Can any Man reaſonably claim 
the Protection of Law, and the Supports of Society, 
unleſs he cheerfully performs thoſe Duties, without 
which no Society can ſubſiſt? Why will Men hope 
to reap the Comforts oſ Government, if they vil 
not ſubmit to the Obligations of it? If he acts dif 
honourably and perfidiouſly, who breaks his private 
Promiſes, how much more diſhonourably does he 
act, who violates public Faith, by Perjury, Se- 
dition and Rebellion? When public Spirit reig"5, 


the Times are ſafe and proſperous ; but when 1 
| | nels 
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neſs prevails, they are dangerous. This know, (lays 
the Apoſtle) that in the la Days perilous Times ſhall 
come, For Men ſhall be Lovers of their own ſelves *. 

2. Another Cauſe of Ingratitude, is Pride and 
Ambition, which flows from Selfiſhneſs. Selfiſh 
Men are chiefly taken up about themſelves, they 
hardly think of any Thing elſe; the more they 
think, the fonder they grow. of themſelves ; they 
imagine they are poſſcſſed of Qualities they have 
not, and they magnify thoſe they have; they are ſo 
full of their own Merit, that they cannot bear others 
ſhoald be preferred to them ; they are diſcontented 
with that State in which the Providence of God 
hath placed them, and cannot endure to be reſtrained 
by the beſt Laws Government can make. If they 
are favoured with Succeſs, they aſcribe it to their 
own Skill and Dexterity ; for they will owe no- 
thing to any Man ; and, if they are diſappointed, 
they impute it to every Thing but their own Folly 
and Wickedneſs. They judge of the Friendſhip of 
thoſe who ſerve them, not by their Sincerity, but 
their Succeſs; and, if they ſhould fail of Succeſs, 
they are apt to ſuſpect them of Treachery, and to 
treat them as Enemies. It is too mortifying a Con- 
ſideration for them to be ſenſible of any Miſcondutt ; 
they look upon it as the Duty of all Men to pro- 
mote their Intereſt, becauſe thereby they do Honour 
to their own Judgment; they fancy they oblige them 
when they give them an Occaſion of doing Juſtice 
to their Merit : They view all Men with Contempt, 
and can hear nothing with Patience but their own 
Praiſe; hence it is they encourage the Acquaintance 
of thoſe only, who pay them the baſe Price of Flat- 
tery, for the Countenance and Support they give 
them: They treat their Equals as Interiors, and they 
will acknowledge no Superiors. They conſider no- 
ing as a Favour ; all is a Debt, to which they have 
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4 Claim; therefore they are incapable of making 
anv grateful Returns to a Benefactor. The better 
they ſucceed, their Pride is ſtill the more inflamed; 
and they judge of themſelves, not only by what the 
are, but by what they poſſeſs ; it is therefore impol- 
ſible to fix in them any Senſe of Obligation. They 
contemm all public Bleſſings, becauſe they enjoy 
them in common with other Men. They work up 
public Failings into great Faults, and Faults into fla- 
gitious Crimes, which they cenſure with the moſt 
outrageous Severity; if their Ambition is not gratis 
fied, they ſhall fret themſelves, and curſe their King 
and their God, and look upwards . They reſolve to 
ſhew the World of what Conſequence they are, by 
the Miſchief they work. They repay the great 
Bleſſings of Goverament with Slander and Defama- 
tion, with Faction and Sedition; for how can they | 
ſubmit to the Wifdom and Authority of others, 
who think their own Wiſdom ſuperior to that of all 
Men ? | 
Pride has been obſerv'd to be the Mother of Con- 
tention in private Life, and of Rebellion in public; 
therefore the Apoſtle Jude deſcribes the Fomenters 
of it to be ſuch as deſpiſe Dominions, and ſpeak evil of 
Dignities . Theſe are they who are impatient of 
ai! Government, who proſectite their private Re- 
ſentments at the Expence of the public Safety, and, 
rather than ſubdue their own Pride, would deſtroy a 
Nation. The moſt threatning Dangers are ſo far from 
« uniting ambitious Men, that they take Advantage 
of public Dangers, to hurt thoſe who ſtand in their 
Way. Infatuated Men! whoſe Eyes are dazzled 
with the Proſpect of Riehes and Power; but never 
teflect on the forfeited Heads, the ruined Fortunes, 
and the deplorable Families of thoſe who have becn 
engaged in the fame wicked Deſign. God re/jtetb 
the Proud, but be gives Grace to the Humble . 


® Iſaiah viii. 21. + Jude 8. { James iv. 6, 
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3. Envy is a Cauſe of Ingratitude, This is an 
Uneaſineſs and Trouble of Mind, ariſing from the 
ſuperior Excellencies, Virtues and Advantages of 
others, even of their Benefactors. If envious Men 
cannot riſe to them, they will endeavour by all 
Means to bring them down to their Level. Emu- 
lation is a noble Paſſion, that aſpires to an Imitation 
of thoſe who are poſſeſſed of worthy Qualities, 
without detracting from them, or deſiring to di- 
miniſh them. To beſtow Favours ſhews a Superio- 
rity, but this is what a proud and envious Man 
cannot endure, The Thought of Dependence fills 
his narrow Soul with Diſcontent, and he cannot 
bear the Sight of a Man that has obliged him; 
he views him in the Light a bad Debtor does his 
Creditor z it gives him Pain to think he ſhould ever 
have ſtood in need of a Favour from any Man 
and that he may not ſtoop to own his Obligations, 
he ſtrives at once to leſſen the Favour and the Power 
of him who beſtowed it: Hence it is, that ſome 
of theſe become the molt inſolent and injurious, who 
have been raiſed from the loweſt State and Condi- 
tion of Life; and do the greateſt Miſchief to thoſe, 
without whoſe Friendſhip, they ſhould have been 
ſo inſignificant, as to be incapable of doing Miſ- 
chief to any Man, The Favours you confer upon 
an envious Man will be turned againſt you, and 
where you expect a Friend you will find an Enemy. 
He makes fair Profeſſions of Gratitude, whilſt he 


expects any Favours; but, when that Spring is dried 


up from a Reverſe of Fortune, he does not ſo much 
as own his Obligations. Envy is inſatiable, unre- 
lenting, implacable and indefatigable in doing Miſ- 
chief, and never ſuffers the Mind to be at reſt. For 
where Envving and Strife is, there is Confuſion and 
every evil Wark . . 


® James ini. 16, 
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It is of the Nature of this malignant Paſſion, to 
ine moſt where one ſhould rejoice moſt ; that is, 
in the Profperity and Happineſs of intimate Ac- 
quaintances, Relations, Friends and Benefactors. 
To hear of the happy Circumſtances of thoſe who 
live in remote Places, and whom he hath no Ac- 
ceſs to ſee, gives him little Pain; but the happy 
Situation of thoſe with whom he is nearly connect- 
ed fills his contracted Soul with Anguiſh, and tears 
his. Heart with never-ceafing Torment. What made 
Cain murder his Brother, but Envy, that could not 
bear the Sight of one who was more acceptable to 
God than himſelf, whoſe Piety he would not imi- 
tate,. but whoſe Virtues he therefore hated ? 

The grateful Mind takes every Opportunity to 
proclaim his Obligations, is free, peaceful and com- 
municative. They who receive Favours with the 
greateſt Pleaſure, are always ready to make the 
moſt ſujrable Returns, and are the moſt willing to 
do Favours. An envious Mind is never ſatisfied, 
and can never be brought to make any grateful 
Returns for Favours received; either the Benefit 
was not ſo great as is imagined, or it has not an- 
ſwered Expectation, or it was not granted juſt 
when expected, or was not given in an agreeable 
Manner : Some Pretence or other is never wanting 
to- juſtify diſcontent, to injure and pull down thoſe 
under whoſe Shade he .has grown, ſpread and flou- 
riſned: There is nothing ſo baſe and diſingenuous, 
ſo injurious and cruel, fo miſchievous and deſtruc- 
tive, either to private Perſons or publick Societies, 
that Envy will not attempt, - 


4. Party Spirit is a great Cauſe of Ingratitude. 
When Men have loſt all Senſe of the publick Good, 
they run into Faction, and form a Party, founded 
upon the moſt enſlaving Principles, united by the 
moſt wicked Paſſions, and ſtrengthned by an impli- 


cit Submiſſion to the moſt arbitrary Men. uy 
Des, 
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neſs, Pride and Envy make the Mind uneaſy, and 
this Uneaſineſs puts them upon any Method of bet- 
tering their Condition. Men of the ſame Temper 
and Views are apt to aſſociate together, to encourage 


and animate one another: Fair Pretences are never 


wanting to kindle and keep the Fire alive, Thoſe 
who are more deſigning impoſe upon the weak 
and credulous z they do not open up all their Scheme 
at once, but proceed by ſlow and ſilent Steps: They 
dignify their Deſign with the ſpecious Name of Pa- 
triotiſm, Right and Liberty, Thus Cataline ad- 
dreſſes his Conſpirators: If I had not had ſuffi- 
« cient Experience of your Bravery and Faithful- 
** nels, I ſhould not have dared, with ſuch Aſ- 
„ ſurance, to undertake an Enterprize the greateſt 
and nobleſt, ——A few great Men have engroſſed 


„ the Government in their own Hands, and all 


* the Power and Wealth of it; and as for other 
& brave Men, Nobles and Commoners, we are all 
«© a contemptible Mob, without the leaſt Authority 
r Intereſt, and obroxious to thoie very Men, to 
„ whom, if the Government was reftoredto its an- 
& cient Vigour, we ſhould rather be a Terror *.“ 
Such indeed is the Senſe all Men have of Good 
and Evil, that it is impoſſible to carry on the worſt 
Deſigns, without colourtag them over with the beſt 
Pretences. Many are allured to engage in De- 
ſigns, and to commit Actions, which in the Be- 
ginning they would have abhorred ; but they are 


* © Quia multis, & magnis tempeſtatibus vos cognovi fortes, 
fidoſque mihi; eo animus auſus eſt maxumum, atque pulcher- 
rimum facinus incipere ;---Czterum mihi indies magis anhnus 
accenditur, cum confidero, quæ conditio vitæ futura fit, miſt 
noſmet ipſos vindicamus in libertatem : nam, poſtquam reſ- 
ublica, in paucorum potentium jus, atque ditionem conceſ- 
t, ſemper illis reges, tetrarchæ vetligales eſſe, populi, natio- 
nes, ſtipendia pendere: cæteri omnes, ſtrenui, boni, nobiles, 
atque 1gnobiles, vulgus fuimus, ſine gratia, fine autoritate, 
his obnoxii, quibus,  reſpublica valeret, formidini eſſemus. 
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unwilling to condemn thoſe with whom they have 


lived in intimate Society, unwilling to oppoſe Mea- 
ſures thought neceſſary for carrying on the Cauſe in 
which they are engaged, ſome of which they were 


brought with great Difficulty to approve : But it 


is not eaſy to recover the right Path, when once 
they have wandered in a wrong Road ; to avoid the 
Imputation of Inconſtancy, they are averſe to undo 
what they have already done amis. 

All Senfe of Gratitude is now loſt, Party is a 
Gulph that ſwallows all: They have now no Judg- 
ment of their own; they are carried whitherſoever 
Party leads ; they ert the Nature of Things, 
and conſider a Part as the Whole; they lay out all 
that Zeal, Diligence and Activity in a bad Cauſe, 
which ſhould be employed in the beſt ; they con- 
fine all the Happineſs of this World, and the next, 
to themſelves: As does that corrupt Church, that 
falſely calls itſelf Catholick, They look upon all 
that differ from them as contemptible and odious; 
and, under that Character, treat them with the 
greateſt Cruelty. Mankind have ſuch ſtrong Im- 
preſſions of the Excellency and Force of Gratitude, 
that they are apt to think ſome Tincture of it ſtill 
remains, and gives the Mind a powerful Biaſs: To 
gain Credit, therefore, with thoſe with whom they 
have embarked, they oppoſe with the greateſt Vio- 
lence thoſe who had formerly obliged them, and 
combine in the keeneſt Manner with their moſt vi- 
olent Enemies. Conſcious of ſo baſe a Vice, they 
know they deſerve to be no longer truſted, and, 
deſpairing of Forgiveneſs, they run furiouſly into 
all the Meaſures of the Party that will protect 
them : They have now got another Rule, another 
Standard, other Principles, and other Maxims. It is 
almoſt incredible, what Abſurdities they will ſwallow, 
what Falſhoods they will believe, and what wicked 
Actions they will commit: They give up their jt 
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derſtanding, their Paſſions and Conſcience, to Party; 
and condemn themſelves to the meaneſt Complian- 
ces, and to the moſt ſervile Dependence, upon the 

worſt and the moſt abandoned Men. 
2. The Baſeneſs and Wickedneſs of Ingratitude 
will farther appear from the Effects of it. | 
1, Ingratitude prevents the Encouragement of 
true Merit. They who have beſtowed great Favours, 
and received bad Returns, are apt to form bad No- 
tions of human Nature; they complain with great 
Grief, and in moving Strains, of the Corruption of 
Man's Heart, and the almoſt univerſal Depravity 
of Manners, as the Prophet Jeremiah does, O that 
I had in the Wilderneſs a Lodging-place of way-faring 
Men, that I might leave my People, and go from them : 
For they be all Adulterers, an Aſſembly of treacherous 
Men. And they bend their Tongues like their Bow for 
Lies: But they are not valiant for the Truth upon 
the Earth; for they proceed from Evil to Evil, and 
they know not me, ſaith the Lord. Tate ye heed every 
one of his Neighbour, and truſt ye not in any Brother : 
For every Brother will utterly ſupplant, and every 
Neighbour will walk with Slanders. And they will 
decei ue every one his Neighbour, and <will not ſpeak the 
Truth: They have taught their Tongue to ſpeak Lies, 
and weary themſelves to commit Iniguity . Good 
and generous Men become jealous and ſuſpicious of 
every Body, and are apt to entertain a general 
Diſtruſt of the World: They become weary of 
Well-doing, and of promoting the publick Good; 
they are apt to give themſelves up to Indolence, and 
fly to the Shades of Solitude, to deplore their own 
unhappy State and that of Society ; they withdraw 
lrom the Publick, when the Publick ſtands moſt in 
Need of their Aſſiſtance. - Thus Men of true Merit 
are neglected, at leaſt, have not ſuch Encourage- 
ment as they deſerve : The Humble, Modeſt, and: 
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The Reputation of our Underſtanding and Judg- 


for many Acts of Kindneſs done ingrateful and un- 
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Worthy, are left to Penury and Contempt ; who 
might one Day become Ornaments to their Country, 
and Benefactors to Mankind. This bad Influence, 
remarkabl- Inſtances of Ingratitude have upon good 
Men themſel es. 

But indeed this is a wrong Way of judging, if 
any Man does Acts of Kindneſs and Friendſhip, 
from mercenary Views, and Proſpect of Advantage: 
The Friendihip is not generous and virtuous, be- 
caule it does not flow from a good Principle, What- 
ever the Returns are, a benevolent and friendly 
Mind has the Pleaſure of reflecting upon a good and 
Praiſe-worthy Action; and this Pleaſure is a ſufficient 
Recompence for all his Trouble and Labour, and of 
this Joy no Man can deprive him: However un- 
certain the Return may be, he is {till ſure of the 
Goodneſs of his Intention. Let us lay down this as 
a: ſteady Principle, To do Good for the Sake of do- 
ing Good ; and then we can never be diſappointed : 


ment may ſuffer, from the Choice we have made; 
but the Generoſity and Honeſty of our Heart ne- 
ver can. The ungrateful Wretch meets with de- 
ſerved Contempt; is deteſted by the beſt Men, 
diſtruſted by thoſe he depends on, and reproached 
by his own Conſcience. : | 
The World is indeed very corrupt ; but, cor- 
ted as the World is, there are ſome great Ex- 
amples of Gratitude, ſome remarkable Inſtances of 
Friendſhip, that break forth from Obſcurity, and 
ſhine with diſtingutſhed Glory : One valuable and 
faithful Friend is a Treaſure, and ample Reward 


worthy Perſons. Notwithſtanding all this, Ingrati- 
tude has a pernicious Influence in private and pub- 


lick Life. | I 
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2dly, The Effect ef Ingratitude is great Cruelty. 
Ingratitude is inconſiſtent with generous Friendſhip, 
ulls up every ſocial Affection, diveſts a Man of 
1 and opens his Breaſt to the moſt barba- 
4 rous Paſſions. Ingrateful Returns muſt give Pain 
to a generous Benefactor, who has done great and 


. important Services: The ingrateful Man knows he 
if gives this Pain; notwithſtanding he gives it. Now, 

he who is cruel to him who obliged him, will be 
+ mercileſs to all others who have not obliged him, 


and may be looked upon as a common Enemy to 
Mankind. Favours done to a graictul Man, a- 
waken the fofteſt and moſt tender Emotions, and 
the kindeſt Sentiments of the Fleart, and prompt 
him, not only ta make ſuitable Returns to his Be- 
nefactor, but to communicate Happineſs to all ochers, 
He that has no warm and lively Senſe of the Good 
that has been done him, and who muſt have been 
unhappy without it, has no Feeling of the Miſeries 
that others ſuffer. Ingratitude is ſo monſtrous a 
Vice, that he has Reaſon to fear the Reſentment of 
his injur'd Benefactors; that Fear turns to Hatred, 
and he can never think himſelf ſafe, whilſt they 
have Power to hurt him : He therefore endeavours 
by all Means, to deſtroy that Power. Great Minds 
are merciful ; but, to a Soul debaſed and perverted 
by Ingrattude, Cruelty becomes familiar. 

Who impoſe upon and ſupplant the Simple and 
Credulous that confided in them? The Ingrateful! 
Who are they that, under the faireſt Proſeſſions of 
of the moſt faithful Friendſhip, exerciſe the moſt dead- 
4 ly Hatred ? The Ingratetul ! Who are they that 
Fl raiſe Fortunes by Injuſtice, Fraud and Perjury, from 
d their neareſt Relations, Orphans and Widous, 
n 
i 
b 


whom, by all the Ties of Nature, all the Laws o 
God and Man, they ſhould protect and defend! 
The Ingrateful ! Who are they that requite the kind lf 
Indulgence, the tender Affection of their Parents, 1 
C 2 by vt 
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by whom they have been veſted in their Goods and 
Eſtate, with Contempt, Scorn, Want and Beggary ? 
The Ingrateful! Who are the cruel Inſtruments of 
Tyranny, and the fierce Tools of bloody Faction? 
The Ingrateful ! Who commit private Murders, 
Aſſaſſination and Paricide? The Ingrateful! Who 
are they that violate the ſtricteſt Engagements, the 
ſacred Bonds of Religion and Conſcience, and the 
moſt ſolemn Oaths? The Ingratteful ! Who make 
their Country the Seat of War and Deſolation, by 
devouring Rebellion and horrid Maſſacres ? The 
Ingrateful! The Tears and Cries of helpleſs In- 
fants and mournful Parents, never touch their hard 
and impenetrable Hearts. Religion and Liberty ly 
proſtrate at their Feet, imploring their Pity : They 
ſpurn them away, they tread and triumph over them. 
When you have pronounced a Man ingrateful, you 
have pronounced him every Thing that is wicked 
and deteſtable *. 

O my Soul, come not thou into their Secret; unto 
their Aſſembly, mine Honour, be nct thou united. Curſed 
be their Anger, for it is fierce , and their Wrath, for 
it is cruel F. 


III. Let us apply this to the preſent Rebellion. 
Does it not, to every impartial Mind bear the Cha- 
racter of Ingratitude? All who have engaged in it, 
are not equally guilty, becauſe not under equal Obli- 
gations : But, whoever will attentively conſider the 
happy Conſtitution of our Government, under which 
they lived, and might have lived happily, muſt 
charge thoſe who have attempted to deſtroy it with 
Ingratitude, 

Good Government is the greateſt of all Temporal 
Bleſſings, as it is the Foundation of them all: By 
which the Weak and Unarm'd, are ſecured from the 


Si Iagratum dixeris, omnia dixeris. 
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Oppreſſion of the Great and Mighty; the Harmleſs 
and Peaceable, are ſheltered from the Attempts. of 
the Crafty and Violent ; and every Member of Soci- 
ety is, by the united Strength and Wiſdom of the 
whole, protected in the Enjoyment of his Religion, 
Liberty and Property, Good Government is like a 
fruitful Seaſon in a temperate Soil. And thus a 
good Governor is deſcribed in holy Scripture : He 
that ruleth over Men muſt be juſt, ruling in the Fear 
of God: And he ſhall be. as the Light of the Morn- 
ing, when the Sun riſeth, even a Morning without 
Clouds; as the tender Graſs ſpringing out of the Earth 
by clear Shining after Rain“. 

That Form of Government is the beſt, that is 
moſt adapted to the Good of the whole; by which 
the Legiſlature is put into the Hands of thoſe, 
whoſe Intereſt is the ſame with that of the Governed ; 
who cannot oppreſs the People, without involving 
themſelves in Miſery : By which the Prince is re- 
ſtrained from Tyranny, and the People from Licen- 
tiouſneſs. 

Abſolute Government conſiſts in the arbitrary 
Will of one Man: A free Government, in the re- 
gular Execution of good and known Laws, found- 
ed in Reaſon and Religion, and made with the Con- 
ſent of thoſe who have the greateſt Property in the 
Nation ; Laws, which aſcertain the Meaſures of Au- 
thority, as well as of Submiſſion, which give full 
Power to do Good, but none to do Evil. Abſo- 
lute Monarchy, in the Hands of weak and wicked 
Princes, 1s abſolute Tyranny without End, incon- 
ſiſtent with any Liberty. The People, indeed, part 
with natural Liberty in ſome Inſtances, to preſerve 
the Enjoyment of it in others that are more valu- 
able. Some eſſential Rights there are which a P 
could never part with, ſuch as, their Religion, the 
free Uſe of their F aculties, the Judgment of Con- 


® 2 Sam, XXlll, 3, 4- 
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ſcience, which can only be ſubject to God, Life, 


and the Means of ſubſiſting it, when not incompa- 


tible with Society; if any have pretended to give up 
theſe Rights, they muſt have been prevailed on by 
Force, or Fraud: Now ſuch Reſignation is no more 
binding in publick Society, than in private Life. 

| If a Prince will not govern himſelf by thoſe 
Laws, by which he obliged himſelf to govern and 
preſerve the Rights of the People, he ceaſes to be a 
rightful King, and becomes a Tyrant: He, by his 
Conduct, abdicates the Government, and declares 
as evidently by his Actions, that he is no more their 
Sovereign, as if he, by. a formal Deed, renounced 
his Crown. For how can the Obligations to Obe- 
dience ſubſiſt on the Part of the People, when the 
Prince has attempted to diſſolve the Laws, by which 
he obliged himſelf in the moſt ſolemn Manner to 
govern them, This was the Caſe at the Revolu- 
tion. 

Our ancient Conſtitution was ſubverted by the late 
King James; our Rights, our Religion and Liber- 
ties were invaded, in the moſt open Manner: He 
ufurped a Power of diſpenſing with the Laws of the 
Land; he levied Cuſtoms without Conſent of Par- 
liament, from mere Wantonneſs of Power, when he 
might have had the Conſent of Parliament; when 
he called Parliaments, he threatned ſome Members 
into his Meaſures, and proſecuted others for their 
Freedom of Speech, and made it criminal to peti- 
tion for a Redreſs of Grievances: He diſarmed 
Proteſtants, to put Arms in the Hands of Papiſts; 
and, by his own Authority, kept up a ſtanding 
Army : He erected Courts X. Law, exacted ex- 
ceſſive Fines, and inflicted cruel Puniſhments : He 
granted Fines and Forfeitures of Perſons not then 
convicted of any Crime, who were afterwards to be 
tried : He combined with France, to change the 
W Religion, and to introduce Popery: He 
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put profeſſed Papiſts into Offices, both Civil and 
Military: He ſent to, and received Ambaſſadors 
from the Pope, under whoſe foreign Juriſdiction he 
was by his Religion. In this Country he exerciſed 
the greateſt Cruelties, ſpiriting up one Party of 
Proteſtants againſt the other, that he might deſtroy 
both; and at length he raiſed a Popiſh Army, to 
oppreſs the Liberties of Great-Britain and Ireland. 

This was the State of theſe Kingdoms, thoſe were 
the Oppreſſions under which they groaned, when 
they invited our glorious Deliverer King William, 
who redreſſed our Grievances, reſtored our Conſti- 
tution, and, that it might be tranſmitted free to 
Poſterity;-Popiſh Princes were excluded from ſway- 
ing the Sceptre of theſe Nations, and the Crown 
entailed (failing the Iſſue of Queen Anne) on the 
illuſtrious Family of Hanover, the neareſt in the Pro- 
teſtant Line, who are now veſted in that Right. 

It is by Virtue of the Settlement then wiſely made, 
that our gracious Sovereign, King George, now 
reigns, not by Force, but by Conſent of the Nation, 

A Rebellion indeed is rais'd againſt him; but by 
whom ? By thoſe who were known to be impatient 
of every Government; barbarous, as the remote 
Country is in which they lived; whom Poverty, 
and Want of Property, have at all Times eafily 
animated to any Attempt, which gave them the 
Hope of Rapine and Plunder . Excepting 

ew, 


This is the Character Biſhop Leſey, and Drummond of 
Hawthornden, give them: The former, in his Hifory of Scot- 
land, 2 237. Ed. 1675. ſays, “ Illam enim gentem morum 
* barbarie infuſcatam, mentiſque inconſtantia præcipitem, fa 
cile ad arma regi inferenda comcitari, fed non facile, propter 
locum anguſtiis interſeptum, contundi et coerceri.“ 

The latter, in the Life of James I. King of Scotland, 
p. 6. of his Works in Folio, has theſe Words: The Wild- 
** neſs of the Soil had made the Inhabitants there more fierce 
than Fierceneſs itſelf, and let them out 20 all unlawtul Riots 
ce and 
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few, the reſt of the Nation in the North and Weſt, 
as well as in the South, have declared their Zeal for 
the Government, The Rebels have been forced to 
retreat by the King's own Subjects, under the Com- 
mand of his heroic Son, whoſe Name will ſhine in 
the Annals of our Hiſtory, when this Rebellion 
ſhall appear to be the Diſgrace of our Country. 

Some who have been engaged in this Rebellion, 
profels to be influenced by Conſcience, by the Prin- 
ciples of hereditary and indefeaſible Right; but as 
this is a Right, neither founded upon Scripture, which 
preſcribes no Form of civil Government, nor upon 
Reaſon, which makes the Good of the People che 
End and Meaſure of Government, it is evident 
they have never examined thoſe Principles impar- 
tially; and it is as evident, that Men have done the 
worſt Things from an ill- informed Conſcience ; 


their Guilt does not ariſe from acting according to 


Conſcience, but from not informing their Conſcience, 


and Rapines. To reſtrain their inſolent Humours, and bring 
them within Compaſs of Civility, in the Year 1426, the 
King cauſed repair the Calle of Inwerne/+, ſituated in the 
** outermoſt Borders of Marray, which, by their Incurſions, had 
been turned deſolate. Hither, fome Years after, cometh he 
in Perſon, and keepeth open Court, that being near the E- 
vil, he might have the better Means to provide for, and con- 


* fiderit. But he ſeemed to have arrived in ſome Territory + 


of the Scythiant, having known and found things, which 
none did, nor dared to relate to him: For he had learned, 
* that, not many Miles off, there were Men, ſome of which 
* had one Thouſand, ſome two 'Thouſind Robbers at their 
Call, who were accuſtomed to drive Preys from their more 
* civil Neighbours and Borders, pilling and ſpoiling, polluting 
* and raviſhing, without any Difference of Kight or Wrong, 
holy or prophane, but only following their ravenous and in- 
* ſolent Humours ; on the quieter Sort they ſet Tribute, others 
they compel to miniſter to them Sultenance aud Neceſſaries: 
** The God, Prince, Law, which they obey, are their barba- 
** rous Chieftains, among whom he is thought the beſt who 
* doth moſt tranſcend iu Villany.“ 


Can 
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Can any Thing be more abſurd, than that the 
People are the Property of the Prince, not his Sub- 
jects, but his Slaves; that though Compacts are en- 
tered into, Laws enacted, and folemn Oaths taken 
to obſerve theſe Laws; yet to ſecure the Oblervance 
of them, when all other Means fail, Reſiſlance is not 
lawful ? All other Means were tricd in the Reign of 
the laie King James, but tried in vain ; he obliged 
himlelf, in the moſt folemn Manner “, to prelerve 
Religion, Law and Liberty; but he broke this En- 
gagement in the moſt undiiguiſed Manner, He bad 
ſtrong and intereſting Examples before him of che 
Danger of invading the Conſtitution of his Coun— 
try : But had they any Influence upon him ? And 
were the Kingdoms of Great-Britain and Ireland, 
were Millions to be left to irremediable Milery ? 
No: The People aſſerted their Right, reſumed their 
Power, and reduced Government to its firſt Prin- 
ciples. And had not our Nation a Right to lettle 
the Crown, and the Succeſſion to it, as well as other 
Nations, as well as France and Spain, the declared 
Allies of the Pretender? 

There is no Government upon Earth abſolutely 
perfect, becauſe thoſe who frame it are imperfect. 
If there are Grievances, it is by the Nature of our 
Government in our Power to redreſs them. The 
Grievances under the preſent Government, ſuppoſed 
collected and magnified by our Enemies, are not all 
of them equal to one of many under the lace King 
James. 


* «© will make it my Endeavour to preſerve the Government 
* both in Church and State, as it is by Law eſtabliſned; and as 
« will never depart from the juſt Rights and Prerogatives of 
« the Crown, ſo [ will never invade any Man's Property: And 
* you may be ſure, that having hitherto ventured my Life in 
© the Defence of the Nation, I will ſtill go as far as any Man 
* in preſerving it in all its juſt Rights and Privileges.” King 
James's fir}? Declaration in the Bngliſh Council and Parliament. 
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Let the Character of our gracious Sovereign be 
fer over againſt his, and every Man muſt ſee the 
mighty Difference. King James governed contrary 


to Law, King George has made the Law of the 


Land the Rule of his Government. His Enemies 
cannot deny his Integrity and Juſtice, his Magna- 
nimity and Clzmency, his Candour and Compaſſion. 
Whom has he perſecuted ? Whom has he reſtrained 
from the full Exerciſe of his Religion? And what 
has be done, in arbitrary Manner, without Conſent 
of Parliament? And ſhould we give up this Security 
to meer Will and Pleaſure, or riſk it upon verbal 
Promiſes? Is there any Man would truſt a Sum of 


Money to ſuch a Security, and ſhould we venture 


our Ail upon it? 

\W hatavail the faireſt Promiſes, when they come un- 
der the Character of unlawful Vows, when the ſame 
crafty Policy that allows them to be made, aſſumes 
the infallible Power of diſſolving them, which not 
only permits, but makes the Breach of them lawful 
and neceffary in Obedience to the Pope, and to the 
Salvation of the Soul? 

However excellent the Qualities of ſome abſolute 
Princes may be, yet who can ſecure the Succeſſion 
of ſuch excellent Qualities? Who is not in Danger 
of being intoxicated by Power ? What a mighty 
Change do Riches, Affluence and Dominion make 
upon thoſe, who in a lower Station gave great 
Hopes, but who exalted to abſolute Power, become 
Monſters of Cruelty? What a dreadful Scene of 
Burbarity does the Hiſtory of abſolute Princes, who 
have been generally educated in Pride and Luxury, 
ſurrounded with Flatterers and Sycophants ſer before 
us? What Scourges and Plagues of Mankind have 
they proved? How have they depopulated whole 
Countries, and made che Creation of God walte ? 

How eaſy is Submiſſion to a free Government, 


and to a King limited by Law? How cheerfully 
ſhould 
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ſhould we pay our Allegiance there, where Reaſon 
and Religion, our own Intereſt and Happineſs direct 
it ſhould be paid? In what Period have we enjoyed 


ſuch Liberty, ſo full Exerciſe of our holy Religion, 


and ſuch Security of Property as ſince the Revolution? 


O happy Iſland ! if thou kneweſt thy own Hap-. 


pineſs, the Seat of Liberty and Learning, the Re- 
fuge of the Oppreſſed and Perſecuted, the Terror 


of Tyrants, and Bulwark of true Religion, the Em- 


reſs of the Sea, ſupreme in Trade and Commerce, 
ſafe in thy Laws, ſafe in thy Sovereign, and ſafe in 
the Proſpect of a numerous royal Race, who may 
tranſmit theſe ineſtimable Bleſſings to Polterity. 

Can we behold without Aſtoniſhment, a Rebellion 
cauſleſs and unprovoked, raiſed and carried on a- 
gainſt the beſt Conſtitution, with deſign to eſtabliſh 
the worſt, to promote a Cauſe big with all the Mi- 
ſeries of arbitrary Power, and all the Cruelties of 
Popery ? 

They who had taken the Oaths, and were under 
perſonal Obligations to the late King James, were 
much more excuſcable in their Oppolition to the 
Revolution, than theſe who have now riſen in Re- 
be:lion againſt an eſtabliſhed Government. Some of 
them have taken the Oaths to his preſent Majeſty, 
ſome are under perſonal Obligations to him, have 
received their Lives and Fortunes; ſome have been 
preferred to Places of Profit, Truſt and Honour; 
and all have been treated with great Indulgence by 
him. He choſe rather to reclaim thoſe who lived in 
remote Parts of the Country, (whoſe Religion and 
turbulent Diſpoſitions made them bad Subjects of 
a free and Proteſtant Government,) from Ignorance, 
Superſtition and Barbarity, by Methods of Gentle- 
neſs and calm Reaſoning ; by erecting Schools, and 
maintaining Preachers to inſtruct them, than by 
laying them under Hardſhips, or doing any Thing 
that might look like Perſecution, | 
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Fooliſh and ungrateful Men, who ſuffered them- 
ſelves to be impoſed upon and ſpirited up to Rebel. 
lion, when they were more conſidered, more fa- 
voured by the preſent Government, than ever they 
had been by any Government; and to perſiſt in their 
wicked Courle, when they found many of their 
Countrymen preſerve ſo ſtrong a Senſe of the Fa- 
vours they had received, as not only to decline their 
Faction, but to venture their Lives in Oppoſition to 
them. It muſt ſurely heighien their Ingratitude, 
that the Benefits conferred upon them were of the 
greateſt Importance, and the Returns expected from 
them, ſmall and eaſy, a quiet and peaceable Be- 
haviour, 

Can the Subjects of arbitrary Princes believe, that 
free Men are wiiling to ſubmit to that Yoke under 
which they groan? Can the Reformed abroad look 
upon them as their Brethren, who are ſo indifferent 
about the Security of their Religion ? And, can 
Rome herſelf believe, that true Proteſtants are Zea- 
lous for a Popiſh King? 

Could I repretent our happy and wiſely balanced 
Conſtitution to your Eyes, could I give it Life and 
Body, it would appear a lovely Form; it muſt at- 
tract the Admiration of all diſcerning Men: Il very 
Breaſt would glow with Gratitude for the Bleſſings 
of it, and every Heart melt with Compaſſion at the 
deplorable Miſeries, this Inſurrection againſt it hath 
already produced, 

Were I to perſonate our Country, ſhe would, 
with outſtretched Arms, in ſolemn and mournful 
Manner, thus addreſs her ingrateful Sons: 


Why, O my Children, do ye meditate Mi 
&* chief againſt me? Why conſpire my Ruin? 
«© Why have ye, without any Cauſe, taken up 
„Arms againſt me, and invited my inveterate 


and implacable Enemies to conquer and enflave 
6c me! 
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me? You have invaded my Peace and Quiet, 
put a Stop to the Courſe of Law and Juſtice, of 
Trade and Commerce ; you have reduced many 
Families of honeſt and induſtrious Men to Want 
and Beggary; you have embrued your Hands in 
the Blood of your harmleſs Brethren ; bereaved 
Parents of the deareſt Pledges of their Love; de- 
prived Widows of their tender Offspring, the 
Staff of their declining Years, and the Prop of 
their old Age; you have arm'd Parents againſt 
th ir Ciuldren, and Children againſt their Parents: 
Why have ye done all this? What have I done 
to provoke you, to pollute my Temples, to de- 
ſroy my moſt flouriſhing Cities, to devour my 
and, and make me deſolate? Had you treated 
your Parents in this barbarous Manner, how 
would tliey have abhorred you? Iam your com- 
mon Parent, you are all my Children; but un- 
natural Children. Long have I endured your 
Rapine and Robbery, in remoter Parts ; but you 
have now attacked my Heart, and attempted to 
tear out my Bowels: I will not bear it; Al- 
mighty God my Guardian will protect me. If 
you are ſurfeited with Happineſs, fly to Miſery ; 
if you are wanton with Liberty, run to Bondage 
and Chains; if you are patient of Hunger, Thirſt 
and Cold, eſcape to deſolate Countries and a bar- 
ren Soil. Leave me to enjoy my Religion, my 
Liberty and my Property: When you are gone, 
I will lift up my Head in Triumph: I ſhall be- 
come the Envy of the Nations, and the Terror 
of thoſe who hate me: The benign Influences of 
my Government, ſhall make neighbouring abſo- 
lute Princes leſs arbitrary, and ſpread Liberty to 
far diſtant Parts of the Earth.“ 


I ſhall conclude this Diſcourſe with a few Re- 


flections. 


1. From 
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1. From what has been ſaid, we may ſce, how 
neceſſary it is to underſtand ſo much of the Nature 
of Society, and a free Government, as may regu- 
late our Obedience and Gratitude. There are in 
every Man ftrong Propenſions to Society, and no 
Man can quite ſtifle all ſocial Affections; but they 
are ſometimes forced from their natural Courſe, into 
a wrong Channel, How many are corrupted in 
their early Years, by enſlaving Principles, and the 
Foundation of their Mitery laid by thoſe who meant 
their Happineſs? Children ſhould therefore be 
taught, aſſoon as they are capable of Inſtruction, 
Juſt Notions of Government without Tyranny, and 
of Liberty without Licentiouſneſs. How often 
has an alfectionate Parent, fond of his Son, anxious 
to make an Eſtate for him, and ambitious of raiſing 
a Family, at the ſame "Time inſtilled Principles into 
his tender Mind ; by purſuing which into Practice, 
this favourite Son has forfeited his Life and For- 
tune, and the Grandeur of his Family been ſunk in 
Oblivion, or the Memory of it tranſmitted with 
foul Diſgrace? | 

2. From what has been ſaid, we may ſee, what 
Reaſon we have to repent of our Ingratitude to 
God, forthe many Bleſſings he has beſtowed and long 
continued with us, under a good and mild Govern- 
ment; for the Pcace, Security and Liberty, for the 
free Exerciſe of our holy Religion, and for all the 
Comforts of human Life we have enjoyed. Tho' 
the common Bleſſings of Life are the greater, and 
the more valuable, that they are common ; yet, 
becauſe they are ſo, we ſuffer*them to paſs, without 
making grateful Returns for them; therefore may 
God, for the Puniſhment of our Sins, convince us 
of their Value, by depriving us of them, Theo? 
this Rebellion ſhould be ſuppreſſed, there are many 
other Ways of deſtroying a guilty People, than by 
Inſurrections at Home, or Iuvaſions from 9 
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Our Intemperance and Luxury, our Infidelity and 
Irreligion; our little Reverence for Oaths, and our 
perfidious Dealings; our Vices and Wickedneſſes 
of every kind, ſecretly undermine our Happineſs, 
and are more terrible than the moſt formidable 
Army. O my Brethren, adore the Juſt Provi- 
dence of God, ſtand in Awe of his Judgments, 
and learn Righteoulneſs: Tho' the Rage of our 
Enetnies ſhould be ſubdued, the Divine Wrath is 
not appeaſed, till we repent and reform, till through 
Jeſus Chriſt we are reconciled to God. 

Let what has been ſaid animate our Zeal for our 
preſent happy Conſtitution, with which our Reli- 
gion, Liberty, Trade and Property are inſeparably 
connected: All theſe are in the greateſt Danger of 
being deſtroyed, if a popiſn Prince ſhould rule over 
as. The Nation has already groaned under a King 
of that Religion. Are we ſo mad as to repeat the 
fatal Experiment? Is the Proteſtant Religion ſafer 
in the Hands of a Popiſn, than a Proteſtant Prince? 
Are the Liberties of Great Britain more likely to 
be maintained, by an abſolute, than a limited So- 
vereign? And are the Privileges of Parliament bet- 
ter ſecured by a King, who denies the Power 
of Parliament, to ſettle the Government and 
Succeſſion to the Crown, than by a King whoſe 
Right is founded upon Law, and who has made 
it the Rule of his Government ? 

What a Specimen have the Countries, through 
which the Rebel Army paſſed, had of the Pre- 
tender's oppreſſive Power, whilſt he was yet court- 
ing a Crown? With what dreadful Horror ſhould 
the Proſpect of his poſſeſſing it fill our Minds? 

To heighten this dreadful Proſpect, we fee France 
promoting this Rebellion; will any one believe that 
France has engaged in this Deſign, with diſintereſt- 
ed Views? Who has truſted to her Friendſhip, and 
has not been deceived? What Aliy has ſhe not deſert- 

ed ? 
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ed? what ſolemn Treaties has ſhe not broke, when 
ſhe found her Intereſt it ? What Views can ſhe have 
in fomenting this Civil War, but what ſhe has had 
in all our Civil Wars, that of deſtroying our Reli- 
gion, Liberty and Trade, of making us a Province 
of that Univerſal Monarchy ſhe hath long project- 
ed; and of poſſeſſing and enſlaving a Kingdom, that 
always oppoled the growing Power, and ambitious 
Deſigns, of a treacherous and perfidious Court; 
whole Friendſhip to our Government, and to thoſe 
who have riſen up againſt the Government, has been 
always falſe and fatal“. How often hath the bare 
Suſpicion of an Encroachment upon. our Liberties 
alarm'd us, how much more ſhould the real Danger 
of all that is dear and valuable rouze us? 

Laſtly, Let us pity and pray for thoſe deluded 
and deſperate Men, who, without any Cauſe, have 
riſen up in Rebellion againſt our gracious Sovereign, 
and who have been ſo injurious to our Country, 
Unhappy Men ! who have precipitated themſelves 
into Ruin ; who might have been employed 1n cul- 
ctivating their Soil, improving Manufacture and 
Fiſhery, and carrying on uſeful Arts and Trades; 
who might have filled their Harbours with fair 
Fleets, and by their Valour defended our Conſtitution 
againſt foreign Enemies. Unhappy Men! whether 
they ſhould prevail or not: If they ſhould prevail, 


* Avery remarkable Inſtance of this we have in the Reign of 
Joln King of England. In the Barons War, they applied to 
Philip II. King of France, for Aid, and made offer of the 
Crown to the Dauphin. He immediately and chearfully ſent 
him over with an Army, which over-run the Country. The 
Barons ſwore Allegiance to him, and he took an Oath to main- 
tain their Libertics ; notwithſtanding, he ſecretly ſwore to his 
Nobles, that he would baniſh all the Barons who had taken up 
Arms againſt their King ; but as the Secret was diſcovered, they 
forced him to return, and ſaved their Country from being 4 
Province of France. 


Marr. Pax1s, p. 259. Ed. Lond. 1640. 
which 


r LTIONNUTIS; ape 
to break out in every Reign, derived from a Race, 


who roſe often in Rebellion againſt the Kings of 
Scotland, (whoſe Right they now pretend to be in- 
defeaſible) muſt make it neceſſary for any Prince, 
they ſhould raiſe to the Throne, to reſtrain and ſub- 
due them *; and who, if they ſhall not prevail, muſt 
be obnoxious to the Law, 

Whilſt our Souls are filled with Indignation at 
this wicked Attempt, whilſt we rejoice in the Hopes 
of their being defeated ; we cannot forbear to la- 
ment their deplorable Fate. May God convince 
their Conſciences of their Wickedneſs, and of the 


highly aggravated Guilt of Rebellion; that they 


may lay down their impious Arms; and Peace and 
Tranquillity, and all the Bleſſings that flow from 
it, be reſtored und perpetuated. May Mercy and 
Truth meet together, Righteouſneſs and Peace kiſs - 
each other, May Truth ſpring out of the Earth, and 
Righteouſneſs look down from Heaven t. May God, 
who has often interpoſed for our Deliverance, hear 
the Prayers of a Nation put up to him, avert theſe 
Judgments we deprecate this Day, and grant the 
Bleſſings we humbly implore, through the Merits 
and Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt our bleſſed Saviour. 


® See Boethius, Leſley and Abercromby's Lives of James I, II, 
III and IV, Kings of Scotland, Leſley's Hiltory of James V. p. 
427. and Melvil's Memoirs, in the Reign of James VI. p. 
384. 2d Edit. 

1 Pſalm Iæxxv. 10, 11. 
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